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and other beings who inhabit it. They naturally think
that they are separate both from all things and beings
who have existed in the past, and all things and
beings who will have their existence in the future.
They even think that their own self is so important
that it cannot possibly ever cease to be, and they are
constantly concerning themselves with the ways and
means of making that little self of their own happy
and comfortable for ever. The Buddhist theory is,
that these ideas are for the most part delusions ;
that men are blinded by delusion as to their separate-
ness from the external world, that they are blind-
ed by delusion as to their separateness from other
beings in the past and in the future. Men overlook
the fact that they are really no more separate than a
bubble in the foam of an ocean wave is separate
from the sea, or than a cell in a living organism is
separate from the organism of which it forms a part.
It is ignorance that thus leads them to think " This
is I," or " This is mine/* just as a bubble or a cell
might think itself an independent being.

A watchman in a lofty tower sees a charioteer
driving his horse along the plain. The driver thinks
he is moving rapidly, and the horse in the pride of
life seems to scorn the earth from which it thinks
itself so separate ; but to the watchman above, horse
and chariot and driver seem to crawl along the